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humble beginnings., the 
Susan G Komen founda-
tion now has a network of 
75,000 volunteers and more 
than 100 affiliates nation-
wide.  The Komen Foun-
dation has funded $360 
million  worth of research.  
Brinker is a self-taught ac-
tivist. She committed her-
self to the study and under-
standing of the challenges 
facing women with breast 
cancer and undertook the 
task of organizing and mo-
bilizing around breast can-
cer. Most importantly, the 
Komen Foundation has 
been instrumental  in creat-
ing a community of breast 
cancer survivors to increase 
awareness about early de-
tection and lobbying for 
greater funding and re-
search.  

In 1978, Susan G Komen 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  In the late seven-

ties, breast cancer was a 
diseased whispered about . 
Discussions of 
breast  cancer were 
even excluded 
from the original 
“Our Bodies, Our 
Selves”.  Three 
years after her 
diagnosis, Susan 
died at the age of 
33. Crushed by the lost of 
her sister, Nancy Brinker 
vowed to fight breast can-
cer and increase awareness 
of treatment options and 
spur new research. Starting 
with just $200 saved from 
grocery money, Nancy 
Brinker began the Susan G 
Komen Foundation. As she 
became more involved in 

breast cancer activism, 
Nancy Brinker was stunned 
to discover that much of 
breast cancer research was 
conducted using male study 

subjects. Women 
were largely ex-
cluded from cancer 
trials. After being 
diagnosed with 
breast cancer her-
self, Nancy Brinker 
was shocked to see 
the bare bones 

waiting rooms and facilities 
used by most cancer treat-
ment facilities. Women and 
their families were not en-
couraged to be a part of the 
cancer treatment decision 
making process. Little in-
formation was provided 
about screening and pa-
tients were isolated from 
one another.  From its 

reast Cancer and Public Health: Areas for Leadership 
What are the known risk 
factors for breast cancer? 

 Factors that increase risk of 
breast cancer include 
• Getting older 
• Being younger when you first 

had your menstrual period.  
• Starting menopause at a later age 
• Being older at the birth of your 

first child.  
• Never giving birth  
• Not breastfeeding.  
• Personal history of breast cancer 

or some non-cancerous breast 
diseases.  

• Family history of breast cancer 
(mother, sister, daughter). 

• Treatment with radiation therapy 
to the breast/chest.  

• Being overweight (increases risk 
for breast cancer after 
menopause).  

• Long-term use of hor-
mone replacement ther-
apy (estrogen and pro-
gesterone combined). 

• Having changes in the 
breast cancer-related 
genes BRCA1 or 
BRCA2 

• Using birth control pills, also 
called oral contraceptives.  

• Drinking alcohol (more than one 
drink a day).  

• Not getting regular exercise. 

What is the role of public health in 
breast cancer prevention?  
• Increase screening and early de-

tection programs 
• Educate the public about 
preventable risk factors for 
breast cancer  
• Work to increase physical 
activity and to decrease alcohol 
consumption 
• Encourage women with 
higher risks to work with their 
doctors and provide compre-

hensive accurate family medical 
histories 

• Continue to research underlying 
causes of breast cancer and be-
havior change interventions to 
reduce risk. 
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Did you know? 
 
Not counting some kinds of 
skin cancer, breast cancer in 
the United States is 
• The most common 

cancer in women, no 
matter your race or 
ethnicity. 

• The most common 
cause of death from 
cancer among Hispanic 
women. 

• The second most com-
mon cause of death 
from cancer among 
white, black, Asian/
Pacific Islander, and  
American Indian/
Alaska Native women. 



Carson are highlighted as exam-
ples of the different phases of 
treatment and the differing out-
comes as the understanding of 
breast cancer changed.  Leopold 
also highlights a number of public 
health campaigns that formed the 
“cancer-controlling campaigns” of 
the mid twentieth century.  She 
details the early detection cam-
paigns of the 1930’s that were the 
early forefathers of the modern 
day self-exam campaigns.  
Though A Darker Ribbon largely 
neglects underlying environmental 
causes and directions for future 
activism aimed at prevention, not 
early detection, A Darker Ribbon 
provides an excellent history of an 
area of health activism and is an 
excellent complement to explor-
ing the social and historical reality 
behind clinical statistics. For an 
annotated readers guide and more 
articles about breast cancer please 
see  

www.sph.tulane.edu/mch 

A Darker Ribbon 
Chronicles the so-
cial, political and 
economic underpin-
nings of the strug-
gle to increase re-
search and recogni-
tion of breast can-
cer as a major 

women’s health issue. Predomi-
nantly a social history, a Darker 
Ribbon provides current public 
health practitioners with the history 
behind the breast cancer activism 
movement.  Leopold traces the 
change from a disease hidden from 
public discussion to a rallying cry 
for health activist. Framed largely 
around the radical mastectomy de-
veloped by William Halstead,  A 
Darker Ribbon traces the rise and 
fall of treatment methods and de-
tails the increasing involvement of 
women in their own cancer treat-
ment decisions. The breast cancer 
experiences of famous women in-
cluding Betty Ford and Rachael 

 Darker Ribbon—Twentieth-Century Story 
of Breast Cancer Women and Their Doctors 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

We’re on the 
web! 

www.sph.tulane.
edu/mch 

Thank You 
to our MCPHLT  
Executive Committee  
Members and staff for 
your work and support! 
 
Maya Begalieva, MD, PhD 
Neil Boris, MD 
Mark Dal Corso, MD, 
MPH 
Tom Farley, MD, MPH 
Carolyn Johnson, PhD 
Gretchen Clum, PhD 
Jeanette Magnus, MD, 
PhD 
 
 
Jenny Hixon, MPH 
Manna Patel 
Jenn Price 
 
 
 

Ph:   504-988-3539 
Fax: 504-988-3540 
E-mail: mch@tulane.edu 

1440 Canal Street 
STE 2301,  TW-19 
New Orleans, LA  
70112—2824 
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olunteer Opportunities 
 
Cancer 
Associa-
tion of 
Greater 
New Or-
leans 
(CAGNO)  
Got some free time on your hands? 
Want to make a difference in the 
Greater New Orleans community? 
Then, come join our force of vol-
unteers! CAGNO would like to 
beef up our volunteer force and 
we'd love to have you be a part of 
it.  
E-mail at director@cagno.org or 
via telephone at (504)733-5539 or 
(800)624-2039.  504/733.5539 or 
1.800.624.2039. 
 
http://www.cagno.org/  

Susan G Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation/Komen  
4141 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 
Metairie, LA  70002  
Phone: 504-455-7310  
Fax: 504-455-7311  
Email Address:  
volunteer@komenneworleans.com  

 
www.komenneworleans.com 

 
American Cancer Society 
Breast Cancer Early Detection Pro-
grams, Comprehensive School 
Health Education, Legislative Advo-
cacy, Patient Support, Special 
Events, For more information about 
volunteer opportunities or to sign-
up, call us at (504) 469-0021 . 
Audubon Park 5K Walk 
October 21, 2006 10AM 

omen of the Storm 
The mission of Women of 

the Storm is to “educate 
leaders and gain attention to 

the scale and breadth of dev-
astation caused in the wake of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita by 
inviting all members of Congress 
to visit New Orleans and coastal 
Louisiana to see the extent of the 
damage first-hand.” 
   Members are comprised of a 
socially, culturally, and economi-
cally diverse group of women 
united in their passion for re-
building their communities.  The 
group provides educational tours, 
data and personal stories to paint 
a picture of the plight of families 
whose lives were forever changed 
as a result of the 2005 hurricane 
season. 
  Women of the Storm believe 
that in order to understand the 
conditions of New Orleans and 
the Gulf Coast, you must “see it 
for yourself”.  The group received 
media coverage after 130 mem-
bers “stormed” Capital Hill, held 
a news conference while symboli-
cally raising blue-tarp umbrellas 
(now the organization’s logo).  
Several members went two-by 
two to office visits with Senators, 
Representatives and Congress-
men to personally invite them to 
visit and tour New Orleans and 
the Gulf Coast.  So far, 55 Sena-
tors and 100 Representatives have 
accepted the invitation. 
    In addition, Women of the 
Storm supports the concept of 
sharing revenue received by the 
federal government from oil and 
gas production off the Outer 
Continental Shelf – dollars that 
would be dedicated to coastal 
restoration and flood protection 
for Louisiana. 
  For more information of 
Women of the Storm, please see 
their website:  http://
www.womenofthestorm.net/
index.php 
 

 October 16th, 12:20PM 
Tidewater 1210 

http://www.sph.tulane.edu/CHS/mchlt/index.htm�
http://www.sph.tulane.edu/mch�
http://www.sph.tulane.edu/mch�
http://www.sph.tulane.edu/mch�
http://www.sph.tulane.edu/mch�
mailto:mch@tulane.edu?subject=Tulane%20MCPHLT�
mailto:director@cagno.org�
http://www.cagno.org/�
mailto:volunteer@komenneworleans.com�
http://www.komenneworleans.com/volunteer.htm�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�
http://www.womenofthestorm.net/index.php�

	ancy Brinker, Founder of Susan G Komen Foundation

	Upcoming Events

	reast Cancer and Public Health: Areas for Leadership

	Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine

	Maternal and Child Public Health Leadership Training Program (MCPHLT)

	October 2006

	 Darker Ribbon—Twentieth-Century Story of Breast Cancer Women and Their Doctors

	Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine

	Maternal and Child Public Health Leadership Training Program (MCPHLT)

	olunteer Opportunities



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



